PREPARING FOR THE “WAR OF GOG AND MAGOG”
“Get ready; be prepared, you (Rosh) and all the hordes gathered about you, and take
command of them. After many days you will be summoned; in the latter years
you will invade the land that has recovered from the sword, whose people have
been gathered from many nations to the mountains of Israel which had long been
desolate. Its people had been brought out from the nations, and now all of them
are living securely. You and all your troops and the many nations with you will
go up, advancing like a storm; you will be like a cloud covering the land.”
(Ezekiel 38:7-9)

IRAN’S COMBINED DRONE-CRUISE MISSILES AND
PRECISE UAV'S (UNMANNED AERIAL VEHICLES)
SEPT 21. A straight, murky line runs from a little-noticed Syrian jihadist rebel attack
with “swarms of small drones” on the Russian air base at Khmeimim (in Syria) in
2018, and Iran’s combined drone-cruise missile strikes on Saudi Arabia’s
Abqaiq oil processing plant and Khurais oilfield on Sept. 14,. 2019.
Iran’s Revolutionary Guards had drawn practical lessons from the Syrian jihadists’ tactic
and added a few smart tricks of their own.
The 2018 drones, launched in waves by Syrian rebel Al-Qaida offshoot, Hay’at Tahrir
al Shams (HTS), had no navigating systems, and so they missed striking any
important Russian military target.
And Russia’s most sophisticated S-300 and S-400 air defence systems, imported to
defend the base, were no match for the swarming drones.
What happened on September 14, this year, shocked the big, high-tech armies of the
world powers into the realisation that Tehran had initiated a whole new war
tactic with the help of hyped-up drones.
The Yemeni armed drones for striking inside Saudi Arabia were now armed with
precision kits for direct hits. They were no longer launched in showers, but in
deadly two's and three's.
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DAMAGED SAUDI OIL FACILITIES
By the time of the strike on the Aramco oil facilities damage in eastern Saudi Arabia, the
Revolutionary Guards had further sharpened the primitive Syrian rebel weapon
into a tool of combat, powerful and accurate enough to give US, Saudi and
Israeli strategists pause – time to consider. They had no immediate answers for
this low-tech weapon in the hands of terrorists and a major aggressor.
The US, Saudi Arabia and Israel have developed armies with sophisticated air might and
high-tech defences for fighting off any large-scale, conventional attack by any
regional army. But the smallness of the explosive drones allowed them to intrude
on their target, undetected by the most advanced defence systems.
The damage they can wreak is disproportionate to their modest payload, making the
world powers’ most valuable assets – from economic infrastructure to aircraft
carriers – the most vulnerable.
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A swarm of inexpensive UAVs, armed with precision devices and co-ordinating with one
another by artificial intelligence, can inflict greater destruction than a
conventional bombing blitz.
For Iran, whose economy is crippled by US sanctions, this weapon is perfect for its
malign purpose of sowing mayhem in revenge for the Trump administration’s
sanctions.
For now, Iran’s attack on the Saudi oil facilities has left the US without a military
rebuttal. Iran has made good on its vow: If our own oil trade is restricted, we
will prove that the flow of oil from the Gulf allies of the United States, can be
threatened or stopped also.
Reliable military and intelligence sources draw five conclusions from Iran’s operation:
1. The use of proxies, multiplies Tehran’s geographical sources of aggression to include
Hizballah in Lebanon, the Assad regime in Syria, the Houthis in Yemen and the
Shiite PMU in Iraq.
The Revolutionary Guards showed Washington and Riyadh their capacity for coordinated attacks from several Middle East lands under a single command centre
in Iran – without being stopped. Earlier, only the US and Russia had this
capability.
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2. The offensive was undeniably well planned and executed; co-ordination was near
perfect, and the targets were selected and struck with professional accuracy.
Around 17-20 missiles and drones were used in the attack – 12 achieving direct hits and
the rest missing their targets.
While the hit disabled the world’s largest crude procession plant at Abqaiq, the damage
to the Khurais oil field was just as harmful, since it disrupted the feed through the
east-west pipeline to the Saudi western port of Yanbu and the Red Sea.
The message from Tehran was that the oil kingdom has no safe alternative to the Strait
of Hormuz for exporting its oil.
3. The selection of targets showed the Iranians were well acquainted with the structure of
the Saudi oil industry and its transport system.
4. More than half of the crude output from Saudi Arabia - 5.7 million barrels per day was cut and global supply reduced by 5%. The dismay in Riyadh was such that
some called the Iranian attack, the 9/11 of the Saudi energy industry.
5. The logistics of the Iranian attack is becoming clear.
US intelligence probing the episode informed reliable sources they had discovered that
the drones were first brought from Iran to Iraq, assembled at its southern port of
Basra and flown over the Hafar al-Batin border crossing into Saudi Arabia and
the Aramco targets in the east.
SHREWD IRANIANS AND THEIR RESPONSE TO THE SAUDI ATTACK
SEPT. 21, 2019. Iranians are very shrewd, and they know they are more powerful than

any Middle East Army except Israel. Iran knows that their military is superior to
the Saudis’ military. And they have a plan, and are patient.
* They have spent billions of dollars developing and supporting their terror networks
with Hezbollah in Syria and Lebanon, Shiite terror groups in Iraq, Hamas and
Islamic Jihad in Gaza, and the Houthi in Yemen, paying Afghan fighters in Syria
and other lesser groups.
* Using threats to greatly impact world economies through stopping and/or interfering
with the flow of oil in the Persian Gulf. Europeans know they are economically
vulnerable by oil disruptions and Iran will play on that concern.
* Playing the EU against the U.S. by insinuating that it is Trump’s fault for backing out
of the Iran nuclear deal.
* Pentagon concern over the threat to 5000 U.S. troops in Iraq from Iranian terror bases
in that country.
* AL QODS (Irans Revolutionary Guard) chief Qassem Soleimani arrived in Baghdad on
Sept. 16, two days after Iran’s cruise-missile drone attack on Saudi oil.
Accompanied by his operational staff, the Iranian general was quickly closeted
with three heads of pro-Iranian Iraqi Shiite militias and former Iraqi prime
minister Nuri al-Maliki.
* Iran’s foreign minister Zarif warns of ‘all-out war.’ And if the U.S. or Saudis should
strike Iran, Iran knows that Trump wants out of the region, and also that a
military response is somewhat restricted by Democrats. Thus they are not
convinced that Trump will do anything.
* The audacity of the Iranian-backed hits on Saudi refineries - just a few days after
National Security Advisor John Bolton departed.
Wall Street Journalist, Jason Willick, added that Saudi Arabia's apparent unwillingness
to take on the Iranians might complicate the President's plan to reduce the U.S.
footprint in the Middle East. - From Bill Koenig, White House Correspondent.
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MAJOR GENERAL QASSEM SOLEIMANI AT THE INTERNATIONAL DAY
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SOLEIMANI - NATIONAL HERO FOR SAUDI OIL ATTACK,
PLANS CRUSHING BLOW FOR ISRAEL
On September 15, the morning after the Iranian cruise-missile drone attack on the
major Saudi oil installations, a Twitter account ran a speech by the IRGC Al
Qods commander, General Qassem Soleimani [pictured above], which had the
ring of a triumphant address to the nation after a major victory.
“We are the nation of martyrdom. We are the nation of Imam Hussein. Ask! We have already
overcome difficult events. Since the beginning of the Revolution, our victories in all
fronts were guaranteed by adherence to Imam Hussein’s culture, and we have won
many victories as a result of this path. This front is founded on reliance on the Imam
Hussein, the Prophet’s family and the two Imams and their companions. Today, you
witness it being reborn every day. Yesterday, it had a branch only in Iran. Today, it
has branches in many [places] as a result of this reliance. Today, the [Iraqi] PMU is
also getting inspiration from the power of resistance from this valuable position.”
The next day, Sept. 16, the Kayhan newspaper, whose editor is an appointee of supreme
leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, ran this headline:
“Saudi Arabia’s Backbone is Broken. The US and al-Saud Are Mourning.”
This is somewhat exaggerated. However, the words express the joy and pride
experienced in Iran’s political, clerical and military ruling circles. They feel that
after confronting the United States and Sunni Saudi Arabia for 40 years,
Revolutionary Shiite Iran has confounded them both with a single brilliant
stroke. No one in Tehran had believed this possible, certainly not with such ease.

AYATOLLAH KHAMENEI
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Ayatollah Khamenei was spectacularly vindicated in his hard-line confrontation policy
against America; and General Soleimani was hailed as a national hero with near
iconic status.
Now it no longer matters who succeeds Khamenei as supreme leader. Even if it was not
the general himself, Soleimani had gained recognition as the supreme arbiter of
the nation’s political and military affairs.
Iranian sources find that part of the acclaim is rooted in the confidence that Soleimani
alone is capable of rounding off the regime’s ultimate objective.
After humbling the US and Saudi Arabia, a third arch-foe remains to be crushed Israel. Only when that cycle is complete, will national pride be restored and Iran
take its rightful place in the region.
Tehran has taken two steps in the aftermath of its attack on Saudi oil:
1. Persistent disavowals of involvement in the attacks on Saudi Arabia by top Iranian
leaders to encourage US President Donald Trump in his perceived reluctance to
go to war. By throwing the blame on the Yemeni Houthis, Tehran hoped to
prompt American retaliation against the Yemeni insurgents.
This would have the added value of deepening US involvement in the Yemen war
against its will. Soleimani has additionally prepared to launch an offensive
against US troops in Iraq if Trump decided to attack Iran.

GOLAN HEIGHTS & Mt HERMON
New_community_on_the_Golan.jpg
(From Wikimedia Commons, the free media repository) https://commons.wikimedia.org

2. Devising the tactics for attacking Israel, either by direct action or through Iraqi Shiite
militias. Soleimani arrived in Baghdad two days after the Saudi oil strike, for
lengthy conferences with three Iraqi Shiite militia leaders on tactics for this
offensive.
The plan is for the militias to mount sporadic rocket attacks on Israeli military
positions in the northern Golan and Mt. Hermon for starters.
The main operation would be a major cruise-missile drone assault on strategic
facilities inside Israel on a scale that would dwarf even Iran’s crippling attack
on Saudi oil. It is developing much quicker now than anyone dared imagine!
5

PRO-IRAN FORCES TAKE OVER IRAQ’S SAUDI, JORDANIAN BORDERS,
THREATEN ISRAEL FROM THE EAST
Iran was on its next move by the time the US announced on Sept. 21 the deployment of
more troops, and enhanced air and missile defence systems for Saudi Arabia and
the UAE in response to the attack on Saudi oil facilities.
As the USS Nitze destroyer deployed to the northern Red Sea opposite the Saudi coast,
armed with Aegis combat systems for tracking and intercepting cruise missiles,
Iraqi Shiite Population Mobilization Forces (PMU) swarmed up to Iraq’s
borders with Saudi Arabia and Jordan, exclusive military and intelligence
sources reveal.
Washington’s cautious response to the attack on Saudi Arabia and US sanctions, were
met by Iranian aggression in full momentum and its heightened threat to Saudi
Arabia and US allies.
By posting its Iraqi proxy PMU forces on the two border regions, Tehran directly
threatens the Saudi capital Riyadh from the north and Israel from the east.
The Iraqi militia far outstrips Iraq’s national army in scale and armaments, possessing
new tanks, ground-to-ground missiles and an array of explosive UAV’s.
This is also Tehran’s countermove for the Saudi-Israeli air strikes on the IRGC Al QodsPMU military compounds at Abu Kamal in eastern Syria and Al Qaim on the
Iraqi side of the border.
According to reliable sources, the PMU’s double border takeover began on Sept. 18 and
was in place by Sept 21.
The operation was set up by the Al Qods chief, Iran’s Middle East commander General
Qassem Soleimani, who spent part of last week in Baghdad in conference with
PMU leaders.
An officer called Colonel Qassem Masliyah was appointed to lead Iran’s seizures of the
two key borders. The operation was codenamed “The Will of Victory.”
The Iraqi militia used the Iraqi national army’s operations against ISIS remnants in
western Iraq to camouflage its movements, at times even exploiting the Iraqi air
force for its secret purpose. However, by Sept. 22, “The Will of Victory” cat was
out of the bag.
Iraqi prime minister, Adel Abdul-Mahdi, ordered the army to recover the border
regions from the PMU. This was largely an empty step, since the Iraqi army is no
match for the powerful pro-Iranian militia and its commanders are unlikely to
take on the challenge. … Developing rapidly, as Iran flexes its muscles under the
effective strain of enormous sanctions put upon her!
THE FIRST SAUDI - ISRAEL JOINT OPERATION
SEPT. 21. Saudi Arabia and Israel have quietly launched their first joint operation
against Iran and its Iraqi Shiite militia pawns. This was a new, epic and
undisclosed turn of events in the crisis surrounding the Islamic Republic.
On Sept. 8, their combined air forces bombarded the Iranian Al Qods Brigades and Iraqi
militia forces, which had established themselves around the border towns of Abu
Kamal in Syria and Al Qaim in Iraq.
F-15 and F-16 fighter jets along with various types of Unmanned Aerial Vehicles,
bombarded those targets for 10 straight days. There was no direct involvement by
the US forces stationed in Syria and Iraq, but the US provided air cover hovering
over the Saudi-Israel aerial operation, and a flow of intelligence data
Wave after wave of Israeli and Saudi warplanes were in action around the clock,
withdrawing every few hours for drones to take over. The bombardment forced
Al Qods and Iraqi militia fighters to run for their lives from place to place in
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search of shelter. An estimated 150 Iranian and Iraqi militiamen were killed and
several hundred were injured.
Wiped out totally or partially was the military infrastructure Iran had laid down across
the Syrian-Iraqi border. It consisted of command centres, bases, outposts,
missile and ammo stores and new paved roads for border crossings.
Iran’s shattering cruise missile-drone assault on Saudi oil installations on Sept. 14, came
at a peak moment of the Israeli-Saudi air assault on its military assets in Syria and
Iraq.
The Abqaiq refinery and Khurais were smashed with a zeal, so much more intense in
revenge, for the depredations inflicted on the strongholds Iran had erected for
exercising control over the Syrian-Iraqi border.
This series of events convinced the Trump administration to hold off on direct US
military action against Iran, preferring to let the Saudi-Israel offensive run its
course and seeing no need for US intervention at this stage.
This event was important in terms of Middle East military and political history:
1. Israeli and Saudi Arabia were fighting together for the first time against Iran.
2. For its military partnership with Israel, Riyadh decided to forgo recourse to its
traditional alliances with the US and the United Arab Emirates.
A columnist of the official Saudi Okaz newspaper wrote on Sept. 18, under the subtitle:
“We have no allies except ourselves,” the following comment: “We’re on our
own, and we must act accordingly. The allies of yesterday are no longer the
same.”
3. Only a small number of Israeli officials employed in military intelligence knew that a
major Middle East mould had been cracked down the middle by the new military
partnership with the oil kingdom. After decades of being isolated as an alien
entity in the region, Israel was catapulted by this event for the first time into
the heart of inter-Arab politics and inter-Islamic controversy.

“Sheba and Dedan, and the merchants of Tarshish,
with all its villages, shall say unto you, ‘Have you come to take plunder? Have
you gathered your company to take a prey; to carry away silver and gold,
to
take away cattle and goods, to take a great spoil’?” (Ezekiel 38:13)
RUSSIA-IRAN CONDUCT FIRST EVER JOINT EXERCISE IN E. SYRIA
OCT 4. Russian, Iranian and Syrian government forces launched their first joint
exercise in Syria’s Deir ez-Zour region. In fact, it was their first combined drill
anywhere in the Mid-East.
The exercise, taking place on the western bank of the Euphrates, features their first
combined trilateral missile launches and air strikes on fortified targets. Also for
the first time, Russian military sources have openly revealed that Iranian Air
Force jets and drones as well as special forces, have arrived in Syria for the “war
games.”
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Moscow has also contributed mobile air defence Pansir S-1 and Pantsir S-2 missile
systems, providing those Iranian forces with a Russian air defence umbrella.
Russian and Syrian communiqués state that it is taking place in the western part of
Deir ez-Zour province, not far from the American base at Al Tanf which
controls the Syria-Jordan-Iraq border junction.
Reliable military sources report that the drill ushers in a prominent feature of the new
Russian strategic setup in Syria. Moscow has begun making use of the Al QaimAbu Kamal border crossing between Iraq and Syria, which was only reopened
three days ago after eight years of war.
Heavy Russian military vehicles from Black Sea bases, especially in South Ossetia and
Crimea, have begun rolling into Syria through the newly-opened crossing,
thereby cementing a land bridge from Russia to the Middle East in addition to
Moscow’s air and naval corridors to Syria.
Moscow is therefore using the same land bridge as Tehran for cutting through Iraq and
Syria to reach the eastern Mediterranean overland. Russia’s shared presence on
this route will make it hard for Israel to attack the land corridor forged by Iran
when it uses the same border crossing and route as the Russians.
Maranatha! Look up!
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