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Iran’s top leaders have threatened to close the Strait of Hormuz to oil traffic.  

Iranian General Bagheri said: “If our oil does not go through the strait, other countries’ 

oil will certainly not cross the strait too.” 

 Unfazed by this collective threat, the Trump administration has not backed off from 

its decision to cancel the oil embargo exemptions granted to eight of Iran’s biggest oil 
importers, including China, India and South Korea.   

In fact, a new set of penalties are in store. Reliable sources report that the cancellation 

of the waivers will slash Iran’s oil sales down from 1.1m barrels per day to half a million. 

But that’s just for starters. The next round of penalties aims to lower the figure to zero. 

No one in Washington or the Middle East expects the Iranians to take the loss of their 

primary source of income lying down.  The US is making plans accordingly.  

On April 27, US Central Command chief General Kenneth McKenzie  stated: “The 

United States will deploy the necessary resources to counter any dangerous actions by 

Iran.”  

The US administration is making strong an effort to replace Iranian oil with alternative 

energy supplies to the world markets, to prevent oil prices flying out of control.  Even a 
partial closure of the two choke points for exported Gulf oil – the Strait of Hormuz or the 

Bab al-Mandeb entrance to the Red Sea – is liable to send oil prices shooting up.  

President Trump made a phone call to General Khalifa Haftar, head of the Libyan 
National Army (LNA) that is backed by Russia, Egypt, the UAE and France.  Mr 

Trump is urging  Hafter to take control of Libya’s  oil terminals at Ras Lanuf and Es 
Sider on the Mediterranean coast and to release its oil onto the world market. 

The LNA is still fighting against the Govt. of National Accord (GNA), is seeking to 

“liberate” the Libyan capital, Tripoli.  


